FULL AUTHORITY MEETING
Wednesday April 16, 2014; 7:00 PM

250 Thorold Road: 3" Floor, Welland, ON
NPCA Boardroom

AGENDA

= ROLL CALL
= DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST
= BUSINESS:
(1) Draft Meeting Minutes — Full Authority Meeting — March 19, 2014
(2) Business Arising From Minutes
(3) Chairman’s Remarks
(4) CAO’'s Remarks

(5) Delegations:
. Mr. David Honey
= Niagara Region Wind Farm

(6) Niagara Region Wind Corp. ----=-mmmmmmmmmmm oo oo

= Gord Harry Fig. 1 -
= Memo — Gord Harry -

(7) 2013 Financial Statements ------=-==-==m o m oo
. Draft 2013 Financial statements

(8) Crown Land Claims =-==-======mmmnmmmmmm e

® MNR - What you need to know -

(9) Water Adaptation Management Quality Initiative

(10) St. Johns Master Plan update (no report)

(11) Project Status RepOrt-------=-m-mmmmmm oo
. Canopies for Kids planting schedule _
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(12) Correspondence

= Letter from Cindy Forster -

=  BrockUniversity

= UofT Faculty of Forestry -I

= Newspaper article - Monarch butterfly & milkweed -
= Conservation Ontario — Annual Report 2013-]

(13) Other Business
(14) In-Camera

= A. Proponent Update -----------mm-mmmmmmmm oo Report No. CR-30-14
= Photos attached

B. Violations Summary (attached)
C. NPCA correspondence on Violation File (attached)

= Forestry By-law Status ---------=--=-==-=m-mmm oo Report No. CR-31-14
= Communications Summary attached

= NPCA HQ Site Evaluation Scoring Criteria Report No. CR-32-14
=  Scoring criteria

] Personnel Matter

= ADJOURNMENT




	 ROLL CALL
	 ADJOURNMENT


TO:

DATE:

RE:

Chairman and Members of the Authority
April 16, 2014

PROJECT / PROGRAM STATUS REPORT - REPORT NO. 29-14

WATERSHED MANAGEMENT

A.

Plan Review & Regulations

1

2)

3)

Municipal and Development Plan Input and Review

= Staff reviewed 73 planning applications to the end of March.
»  Staff reviewed 37 building permits to the end of March.

NPCA ‘Regulation of Development, Interference with Wetlands, and Alteration
to Shorelines and Watercourses’

a. Permits — 32 Permits have been issued to the end of March.
Violations — See Violations Status summary.

c. NPCA-DFO Partnership Agreement — See Report 16-14 regarding the
proposed changes to NPCA's role in implementing the Federal Fisheries Act.

Watershed Biology

Staff provided biology reviews for a variety of planning files in the past month,
including emphasis on information gathering and site visits for preconsultation
meetings using the NPCA Property Information Tool and other resources, scoping
and waiving of EIS requirements on behalf of Regional Policies, and the review of
several Environmental Impact Studies.

Recent changes to the Fisheries Act have resulted in increased staff time allocated
to information requests related to fish habitat, for the purpose of clients conducting
their DFO self-assessments. Staff is working with the Region’s legal services
department to establish the wording for the waiver regarding fisheries advice as
directed at the March board meeting.

Projects / Programs

1)

Source Water Protection Plan

Staff has been updating data in the Assessment Report Database (ARDB) as
requested by MOE. The updates are part of a pilot project to improve the ARDB.
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2)

3)

The MOE approved NPCA's source protection program funding on March 27, 2014
with the NPCA receiving the full amount requested. This is good news considering
the cut-backs the MOE is presently undergoing. MOE required the amendment to
the existing agreement be signed back by March 28, 2014.

A letter was sent to Niagara Region requesting they select a replacement for Mr. Tim
Rigby who has stepped down from the Source Protection Committee. The letter was
on the agenda of the Niagara Region Public Works Committee meeting on April 1,
2014.

Water Quality Monitoring Program

o Staff are updating water quality databases from the 2013 lab results and
preparing the 2014 NPCA Water Quality Monitoring Report

e Spring sampling of the NPCA Provincial Groundwater Monitoring Network
(PGMN) wells has been initiated.

e Staff are preparing the 2013 Hamilton Airport Biological Monitoring Report which
is scheduled to be completed in May 2014.

e To date, one (1) water well decommissioning project has been approved for
2014.

Flood Control
a) Monitoring & Major Maintenance

e Binbrook Reservoir - as of April 4, 2014, the reservoir is covered by a 10” thick
layer of ice. The water level currently sits at 2.0 feet above the holding level. As
ice fishing season has ended and ‘Thin Ice’ warning signs have been posted
around the reservoir, NPCA staff have started discharging water in an effort to
achieve the reservoir's holding level. Staff will continue to monitor and make
adjustments as needed.

e In support of the Flood Forecasting and Warning Program, staff continue to
complete the seasonal winter snow surveys. These surveys are used to
determine the amount of water present in the snowpack and the associated
potential flood risk.

e The consultant’s final report for the Binbrook Dam ‘Pressure Relief and
Monitoring Wells Study’ was received. The purpose of this study was to
undertake a detailed stability assessment of the dam and to determine critical
water levels within the dam’s existing monitoring and pressure relief wells. The
study concludes that the Binbrook Dam is a strong and stable structure. NPCA
staff will follow up on recommendations that include installing additional
monitoring wells along the crest of the dam.

o Staff represented the NPCA at a meeting of the Conservation Authority
Coastal Engineering Working Group. This working group is made up of
Conservation Authority representatives that deal with development, engineering,
and regulatory action along the Great Lakes shorelines. The purpose of the
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group is “to be a forum to share knowledge, resources, and expertise on current
shoreline regulations and policies in an effort to build and strengthen capacity
within the Conservation Authorities as a collective whole.” The NPCA is
considered an important member of the group due to our experience in
implementing planning policies and regulations along approximately 135km of
Lake Erie and Lake Ontario shorelines, and the fact that both the Lake Erie and
Lake Ontario Shoreline Management Plans were recently updated in 2010.

4) Restoration

The Watershed Restoration Program is responsible for improving water quality,
water quantity and biodiversity within the NPCA Watershed. The restoration program
administers a cost-share program, offering local landowners financial incentives to
implement water quality and biodiversity/ habitat improvement projects on their
properties.

Landowner Stewardship Guide

The Stewardship Guide will be launched to the public at an NPCA Earth Day
Event (April 18th at Hawk Watch)

Staff is working with the local Niagara chapter of Trout Unlimited to tailor the
guide to Twelve Mile Creek; the guide should be completed by June 2014. A
public event will be held to launch the guide.

Canopies for Kids

Ten (10) elementary schools in the NPCA watershed will receive large scale
shade trees. Planting will take place April 28" — May 2™. A planting schedule for
each school with times for NPCA staff / Board participation is attached for your
information.

Funding for this program is currently being provided by Niagara WaterSmart and
the NPCA.

Niagara Region - Federation of Canadian Municipality (FCM) Conference

Staff is represented on the project tour committee for the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities conference, being held May 30 — June 2, 2014. Responsibilities
include providing relevant tour ideas, concept design, and partnership
opportunities. Staff will also be leading project tours during the conference and
working as on-site conference facilitators.

Niagara River Remedial Action Plan (RAP)

RAP Outreach and Engagement Strategy: Lura Consulting has been engaged to
undertake an outreach and engagement strategy to improve public participation
and better inform the public of RAP achievements and the remaining actions to
be undertaken. The strategy will be completed by early summer. A lunch and
learn presentation on the history of the RAP was provided to interested NPCA
staff on April 1, 2014.
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Butterfly Habitat Initiatives and Workshop

e One NPCA staff member and one board member registered for the 2-day
Butterfly workshop held April 9 & 10 in Niagara Falls.

5) Special Projects

e By special invitation, staff attended the Ontario Research Fund Symposium on
“Sustainable Bedrock Water Supplies for Ontario Communities” held at the
University of Guelph, March 25th, 2014.  Staff also presented a lecture on
“Niagara Peninsula Hydrogeology 101" on March 27, 2014, for the Environmental
Management and Assessment Program at Niagara College.

e Staff continued to assist with the Ontario Geological Survey Niagara Peninsula
Groundwater Study work plan development, including monitoring well design and
academia partnerships.

e Staff responded to public enquiries, and continued with data entry and draft
report preparation for the Niagara Region Private Drinking Water Pilot Survey.

CONSERVATION AREA OPERATIONS

Ball’s Falls Conservation Area:

Special Events:

March Break Camp: This year's March Break camp ran from March 10-14" with 28
participants.

On March 10", 56 children attended the March Break Mini Adventure.

Education Programs - two new programs, Amazing Amphibians, and How It Works: Ball's
Mills. Amazing Amphibians will be offered this April (weather permitting), and How It Works:
Ball's Mills will be offered in the fall.

Bookings were received for three school programs with Spring Awakening, and a tentative
booking for Spring Awakening with the Women’s Immigration Centre in Hamilton, as well as a
booking for hikes.

Our Spring Education Brochure has been developed by the Corporate Services Department.
This Brochure was e-mailed out on March 24™ to all schools in the Niagara District School
Board, the Niagara Catholic District School Board, as well as appropriate schools in the
Hamilton Wentworth District School Board, Hamilton Wentworth Catholic District School Board,
Grand Erie District School Board, and private schools in the Niagara and Hamilton areas.

To date we have 22 programs booked with 13 schools.
Public Tour Bookings - We have received two bookings for adult tours of the historic buildings.

Building Maintenance - Staff has begun to clean the buildings in order to have them ready for
the May 1* opening. The Ball Home has been cleaned, as well as the Field Centre. The Mill,
Display Barn, Blacksmith Shop, Fairchild Cabin, and outbuildings will be cleaned during April.
Staff is continuing work on wooden window restoration. The Field Centre washrooms and foyer
were painted and new carpet runners were installed for the 2014 Barn wedding season.
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The potable water cisterns will be cleaned, maintenance performed to filters and disinfection
equipment and water sampled. Notification will be sent to the Niagara Regional Health unit for
water system start up prior to the first barn wedding on April 26.

Other - A corporate functions menu has been developed and sent to the Communications team
for graphic enhancement and editing.

Wedding reservations for the barn are continuing at a steady pace with all Saturdays in 2015
fully booked. The Centre for Conservation rentals are increasing.

Binbrook Conservation Area :

Ice Conditions - As of March 28" there was still 18” of ice. The last recorded date when ice
went out was April 7.

Pavilion Reservations - Reservations are currently ongoing. To date we have received more
than 30 total reservations. Reservations opened March 10™.

Contracts
Borderpass — Meeting with Chris, Tim on Wednesday April 9"
Saturday June 28" — 1% event, Triple Crown at Binbrook C.A
Triathalon — Contract complete (June 7™)
Amazing Race Guelph (Charity Event) — Site visit on Wednesday April 9"
Cineflix — (Motives and Murders Season 3) Re-scheduled for Friday April 25" / Site visit prior to
filming

Wedding Booking — First wedding booking Saturday July 19" / Pavilion #1

Bellmoore Earth Day - Confirmation has been made to Bellmoore Elementary School for Earth
Day on Saturday April 26™. Information and Day Camp sign-ups will be conducted.

Steel Storage Racking System - System now installed. We are currently awaiting site visit
from ‘Redirack’ representative to certify install to meet MOL Inspectors requirements. Mike
Boyko recently completed the Inspection/Maintenance course in order to carry out required
monthly inspections.

Water Treatment Plant - Upgrading is still under way, approximately halfway through the
project. Estimated completion Friday April 18"

Annual Spring Crappie Derby - Derby plans are under way according to the Glanbrook
Conservation Committee. Fishing World has agreed to return as sponsor for this annual event.
Former Area Superintendent James Douglas will be in attendance and has agreed to assist with
closing ceremonies. Jim is bringing his pontoon boat and will give attending Board Members
and NPCA staff guided tours throughout the day.

Other - At present time our attention has now turned to having the area ready for opening day,
Thursday May 1%. This would include spring clean-up (i.e. limbing, brush pick up and disposal),
staff hiring, water plant operations and spring cleaning of area buildings.
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Central Workshop (Gainsborough Conservation Area):

Central Workshop staff is busy preparing a number of areas for the Spring season. At Beamer
Conservation Area, staff has prepared the site and parking area for the Annual Hawkwatch
Season, helping out at the Chippawa Creek Conservation Area Comfort Station Project, with
numerous repairs to Duck Boxes at Mud Lake, and replacing the hydro panel at the Wainfleet
Wetlands (Quarry Road), that controls the water pump.

In addition, the final bottom landing of the stairs, behind the Jordan Museum, was put in place
and a new Entrance Sign was installed at Woodend Conservation Area in anticipation of the
DSBN Ground Breaking Ceremony.

Chippawa Creek Conservation Area:

Operations: Seasonal Camping fee balance payments are coming in as this is written (Mar 31).
As anticipated, a few campers are not returning, which will make sites available to the few
remaining on our waiting list. As of April 2, Seasonal fees are at $125,159 and Membership
Pass sales are at $2,610.

1. Online reservation bookings have been reasonably good, given the late spring. As "real"
spring weather is in now arriving, a surge in reservations is expected. Currently. Online
bookings are at $8,100.

2. Staff is inspecting the Conservation Area and attending to needed clean-up and repairs
including tree work resulting from the ice storm. Heavy frost heaves have had an impact
on exposed water lines and staff are preparing for some non-routine repairs prior to
opening.

Capital: Comfort Station:

1. The HVAC ventilation system is complete.

2. Tiling in the men's / women's restrooms is complete. Tilers are expected back to work on
the laundry and family restrooms. Exterior showers will require warmer overnight
temperatures.

3. Central Workshop and park staff is completing the interior ceiling finish.

4. Park staff are at work on completing the plumbing in the main restrooms. These two
rooms are the key focus, with a targeted completion date of May 16. Having these rooms
open will result in an operational savings as they replace rented portable toilets that
have been in use for decades.

Spring Capital Projects:

1. Two original fishing piers at Chippawa Creek have been targeted for replacement.
Similar to the pier that was removed at Binbrook a few years back; these old structures
are no longer serviceable. Staff is currently looking at floating structures as
replacements.

2. Boardwalk Repairs will be done in conjunction with the fishing piers. The main structure
itself is in good shape, but rails and boards need repair. In addition to addressing
necessary repairs, this will give the boardwalk a great public appearance

St. Johns Conservation Center

During the month of April, we are continuing with our very popular Spring Lambs Program,
which will operate until May 2. We are preparing all of the education sites to accommodate
approx. 3500 visitors, including students, teachers & parents.
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The Log Cabin and the John Street Mill will be prepared and ready, as well as the Common
School House. Hay & straw were delivered on time and our flock arrived safely in March Break.
Throughout the program, we will be busy with daily sheep care and supporting the Spring
Lambs Program. We will also be starting our spring clean-up on the grounds.

Cave Springs

Ontario’s Niagara Escarpment is a UNESCO World Biosphere Reserve. As defined by the
Niagara Escarpment Plan Area, it stretches 725 Kilometers from Lake Ontario (near Niagara
Falls) to the tip of the Bruce Peninsula. Much of the Escarpment corridor is forested and
crosses two major biomes: boreal needle leaf forests in the north and broadleaf forests in the
south. The reserve also includes cliff faces, slopes, wetland complexes and aquatic
ecosystems.

According to the Niagara Escarpment Commission, biosphere reserves demonstrate a balance
between conservation and development. To be designated as a biosphere reserve, there must
be one or more protected core areas that conserve significant ecological features. In the case
of the Niagara Escarpment, these are the lands closest to the cliff face. Moving away from this
area, there is a series of land use designations with decreasing levels of protection,
corresponding to the core, buffer, and cooperation zones of a biosphere reserve.

The Cave Springs Conservation Area lies within the buffer zone and is designated as an
Escarpment Protection Area, within the Niagara Escarpment Plan.

In 1986, 2008 and again in 2012, NPCA initiated Master planning initiatives related to this area.
Staff will follow up on these past initiatives.

The adjacent landowner and the Twenty Valley Tourism Association have expressed an interest
in participating in the development/updating of a Master Plan for the Cave Springs CA. NPCA
staff support this idea and would like to enter into discussions with the above referenced parties
and the Niagara Escarpment Commission for the purpose of entering into a Master Plan
process for the area.

COMMUNITY RELATIONS

Niagara Children’s Water Festival

Plans for the 2014 Water Festival are proceeding and staff are currently working on following up
with potential sponsors. RBC has awarded a 2014 RBC Blue Water Project Community Action
Grant to the Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority in the amount of $5,000 to support the
Niagara Children's Water Festival. The grant will be announced on RBC Blue Water Day
(Thursday, June 12). Registration for the Water Festival began at the beginning of April.

Niagara Envirothon

The 2014 Envirothon is scheduled for April 9" at Stevensville Conservation Area
(workshop/review day) and April 23rd (competition day). Approximately 65 students from 8
secondary schools are registered to attend. Eco Station activities will be led by a team of
professionals from various sectors of the region. The program is a partnership between the
NPCA and watershed community groups including Niagara Restoration Council, Land Care
Niagara and the Niagara Falls Nature Club. Land Care Niagara is contributing $1,000 towards
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the awards and will offer a scholarship to a deserving participant who is pursuing a post-
secondary degree in environmental studies. Outdoors Oriented is offering a discount on prizes
that will be purchased and Forests Ontario and Ontario Power Generation are providing funding.

Binbrook Master Plan Public Open House

The open house on March 27th at Glanbrook Municipal Centre was well attended with
approximately 80+ attendants. The project was highlighted on the front page of the Glanbrook
Gazette.

Strategic Plan Presentation
Presentation is complete and speaking notes are being prepared. Presentations will be made to
municipal councils within the watershed. A schedule will be prepared in the weeks to come.

Social Media Plan

Strategy, Protocol and Social Media Plan is in the works for NPCA and conservation areas.
Finalizing topics of content and communications will be working with all departments to develop
guidelines and topics of communication.

Hawkwatch Open House

Promotion of the Hawkwatch Open House will be taking place through social media and PR
through the week. As always, the event will be held at Beamer Memorial on Good Friday April
18™. An NPCA tent will be set up with information related to raptors as well as the opportunity to
create repurposed t-shirt bags. The Stewardship Guide will be launched at this event. A
concessionaire has been arranged.

Thanksgiving Festival
Planning of the 40th Festival is well underway; 180 applications were received. The jury
committee will meet April 10" to go over the applications.

St. Johns Trout Season
The St. Johns Trout Season opening day is scheduled for Saturday, April 26" at 12:00 noon.

Yellow Fish Road
Inquiries are being received for participation in the program. NPCA is the provincial coordinator
for this initiative.

Volunteer Coordination

Approximately 26 volunteer applications have been received online. Staff is developing a
Volunteer Handbook and an orientation session is scheduled for May 10™. Staff attended a
Regional Association Volunteer Administrators session.

Attached: Canopies for Kids Schedule

RECOMMENDATION:

That Report No. 29-14 outlining the status of Authority projects / programs be received
for information.

Respectfully Submitted By: @/’

Tony D’Amario7P. Eng. CAO/ Secretary-Treasurer
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2014 Canopies for Kids - Planting Schedule

School Name

Address

Planting Date

Planting Time

St. Philomena Catholic

School 1332 Phillip St, Fort Erie Monday April 28th 8:30 am
gz:]hoeorl Hennepin Catholic 6032 Churchill St, Niagara Falls Monday April 28th 12:30 pm
St. Patrick Catholic School 4653 Victoria Ave, Niagara Falls Tuesday April 29th 8:30 am
St. Mary Catholic School 5719 Morrison, Niagara Falls Tuesday April 29th 12:30 pm
ggr:é‘;dy of Fatima Catholic 69 Olive St, Grimsby Wednesday April 30th 8:30 am
Connaught Public School 28 Prince St, St. Catharines Wednesday April 30" 12:30 pm
St. Charles Catholic School 25 Whyte Ave, Thorold Thursday May 1% 8:30 am
McKay Public School 320 Fieldon Ave, Port Colborne Thursday May 1% 12:30 pm
Our Lady of Fatima Catholic 439 Vine St, St. Catharines Friday May 2™ 8:30 am
School

Parnall Public School 507 Geneva St, St. Catharines Friday May 2" 12:30 pm























March 5, 2014 cbeard@brocku.ca

Tony D’Amario,

CAO, Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority
and NPCA Board of Directors

250 Thorold Road West; 3rd Floor

Welland, ON L3C 3W2

Dear Mr. D’Amario,

| am writing to express my appreciation to NPCA for the significant work the staff has accomplished over the last
several years. | specifically refer to the geospatial data that has been generated and, most importantly, shared
freely with Brock University students and researchers.

As part of the mandate of the Map, Data & GIS Library is to acquire data that supports the teaching and research
of our students and faculty, Brock is able to offer a rich collection of Niagara geospatial data mostly due to the
work of NPCA. The MDG Library staff work very closely with faculty from many disciplines to design course
assignments and GIS instruction for students. We find that the large scale contour/DTM and hydrology data
offers detail that cannot be acquired elsewhere and seems to be the “go to” dataset of choice for our students.
The Natural Areas Inventory has also been incredibly useful to students for courses in environmental, biology,
geography, and earth sciences. With the recent approval of a Master of Sustainability degree program from the
Brock Environmental Sustainability Research Centre, | anticipate the demand for these data will increase since
research is focused on source water quality and other biodiversity issues. From an educational perspective, |
cannot express enough the importance of providing students access to current spatial data that is used to solve
“real world” problems. The knowledge they develop prepares them well for the workforce — our future
employees.

| would also like to acknowledge that information sharing is reciprocal as we too strive to make our collections
accessible through ambitious digitization projects. As Brock hosts the most comprehensive collection of Niagara
air photos anywhere, we have recently digitized and donated the 1934 Niagara photos to our regional partners
who find these an invaluable resource. In recent months, collaborative efforts between Brock and NPCA have
seen other collections of historical importance being digitized, such as a complete set of Niagara federal
historical topographic maps dating to 1904, and the Forest Resource Inventory (1978) maps. Once these are
georeferenced for GIS use, their value is unsurmountable.

These resources, in combination with the open data efforts of other regional partners, create a solid foundation
for a region-wide spatial database that will only benefit the broader community. It has been significant value for
the education sector, and | trust NPCA will continue to invest in its operations to sustain its data inventory
efforts.

Sincerely,

Colleen Beard

Head, Map, Data & GIS Library
James A. Gibson Library

Brock University

cc: Barbara McDonald, Associate University Librarian, Brock University






March 27, 2014

Councillor Bruce Timms, Chairman

Board of Directors

Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority
250 Thorold Road West

3rd Floor Welland, ON

L3C 3W2

Dear Councillor Bruce Timms,

The purpose of this letter is to request your assistance with our preparation of the “State of
the Escarpment” report to be released later this year.

The Niagara Escarpment Biosphere Fund (NEBF) is a non-government, non-partisan
charitable organization whose mission includes scientific research and education for the
conservation of the Niagara Escarpment within a context of its designation as a UNESCO
World Biosphere Reserve.

The Faculty of Forestry at the University of Toronto has been involved in various science
and research partnership projects and was involved with the NEBR during this project’s
field sampling stage in 2011-2012.

We will also be continuing to work with the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, who
were also closely involved in a support role in 2011-12.

We consider a “State of the Escarpment” report to be important as the Ontario Government
is planning to evaluate and review protective mechanisms for the Ontario Greenbelt, which
includes the Niagara Escarpment, in 2015.

We hope that the report will provide a comprehensive wrap-up of information about the
Escarpment, including recent and ongoing scientific research, which will contribute to
informed directions and decisions for Escarpment conservation and development.

We ask that you direct us to records that you may have containing information, including
information about your 1) past involvement, and 2) current involvement in the
Escarpment.





We very much look forward to working with you on this important project and appreciate
your support.

We sincerely hope that you will be able to assist us in our efforts to create a “State of the
Escarpment” report to be launched later this year.
Best regards,

Natasha Machado

Research Assistant

Settled and Urban Landscapes Research Group
Faculty of Forestry, University of Toronto
nat.machado@alum.utoronto.ca

Dr. Puric-Mladenovic Richard Murzin
Associate Professor & Research Associate NEBF Chair
Faculty of Forestry, University of Toronto 751 Coulson Avenue, Milton, ON L9T 4]3

33 Willcocks St. Toronto, ON M5S 3B3 905.299.4427
danijela.puricmladenovic@ontario.ca richard.murzin@escarpmentfund.ca
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Plant milkweed and save
the monarch butterflies

NANCY J. WHITE
LIFE REPORTER
Monarch butterflies are flitting toward trouble. The
number of these beautiful insects, who migrate an
incredible 4,800 kilometres every year, is at a record
low.
But you can give them a boost, say environmental-
ists, by planting milkweed in Toronto. )
Milkweed is crucial to the monarchs’ survival, and
the David Suzuki Foundation has Jaunched its Got-
Milkweed campaign this month to encourage people
to cultivate the native plant, regarded as a weed, in
yards, gardens and on balconies. It’s part of the group’s
Homegrown National Park Project to create a native
green corridor through Toronto, a sort of welcome
mat for birds, bees and bugs.

These distinctive beauties may be on the decline,
but the Suzuki Foundation has a plan for their survival

Every year the distinctive orange-and-
black monarchs spend the winter in cen-
tral Mexico, but this season far fewer ar-
rived. In December, the hibernating but-
terflies inhabited just 165 acres of forest,
a44 per cent drop from the previous year,
according to a study by the World Wild-
life Fund, Mexico’s environment depart-
ment and natural protected areas com-
mission.

“The alarm bell has rung a few times
over the last years about the monarch’s
numbers but this is the loudest alarm
yet,” says Jode Roberts, David Suzuki
Foundation team lead on the Home-
grown National Park Project.

CAROL PASTERNAK
A monarch nectaring on swamp milkweed in Carol Pasternak’s front butterfly garden. Milkweed is the only plant monarch butterflies eat.

The monarch decline is due to several
factors, including deforestation, more se-
vere weather and less. milkweed. The
plant commonly grows in fields and open
spaces, but increasing development and
use of herbicides have taken a serious toll
onit.

Monarchs lay their eggs only on milk-
weed and the caterpillars eat it. “Milk-
weed js the monarch’s only food plant. It's
critical,” says Don Davis, chair of the non-
profit Monarch Butterfly Fund. An im-
portant migration route is along the
northern shores of Lakes Ontario and
Erie, areas where the monarchs often
stop and lay eggs, says Davis. L

But milkweed suffers from a branding
issue, says Roberts — that word weed in
its name.

MILKWEED continued on E7






MILKWEED from E1

While farmers and fussy gardeners
mightconsideritundesirable, ithasa
beautiful flower, in addition to its
worthy butterfly effect.

Monarchs are keen on several na-
tive varieties. Common milkweed
(asclepias syriaca) has a pale mauve
flower and a tendency to spread ag-
gressively, says Carol Pasternak, au-
thor of How to Raise Monarch But-
terflies, a Step-by-Step Guide for Kids.

Gardeners wary of encroachment
should consider the pink-flowered
swamp milkweed (asclepias incarna-
ta), suggests Pasternak, who has
turned her small yard in North York
into a butterfly oasis.

The monarchs should be arrivingin
the Toronto areain May or June, she

says.

Milkweed can be an acquired taste,
says Brad-Reoney; horticulturist
with Sheridan Nurseries. “Native
plants are not as manicured and for-
mal-looking as some people might
like. But if you want some native
Ontario in your backyard, milkweed
is awonderful addition.

“Even a weed,” he adds, “can be-
come abeloved plant.”

Milkweed can be bought ($5.each
plant) this month through the David
Suzuki Foundation’s online store,
davidsuzuki.org/gotmilkweed, and

Suzuki wants you to save the butterflies

DREAMSTIME

Milkweed has a beautiful flower when it bloohs, and the plant is important for the survival of monarch butterflies.

then picked up on May 25 at the
native plant sale at Christie Pits. It’s
also sold at some nurseries — or it
may already be rooted in your yard.
To check, snap a plant’s leaf and look

for white milky sap, says Pasternak.
Then wash your hands. The sap can
be taxic.

As a benefit for the milkweed pro-
ject, the Suzuki Foundation is pre-

senting the Imax 3D documentary
Flight of the Butterflies at Scotiabank
Theatre on April 12.

Visit davidsuzuki.org/gotmilkweed
for more details.
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Conservation Authorities Develop Innovarive, Pracrical Solurions
ro Address Growing Problems

Conservation Authorities and their municipal
partners are often on the frontlines when
addressing the costly impacts of climate change
and rapid population growth. We struggle with
maintaining water quality and supply, reducing
the impacts from more frequent flooding, and
building resilience into important ecosystems
which are critical for helping us to adapt to
higher temperatures and more frequent extreme
weather.

The solutions to these growing challenges lie
within the Conservation Authorities’ ability to
work with partners to leverage resources and
adapt programs, identify new technologies,
and develop innovative, practical solutions to
continue to build local watershed resilience.

Ontario’s water and land resources, and natural systems
)
provide important ecological, economic and social

benefits. Forests, lakes, rivers and other water resources,

development, green infrastructure, and clean
technologies - all of which help us to address the
issues and continue to grow our economy within
the limitations of our natural world. In 2013,
we developed a Green Economy Roadmap for
Conservation Authorities. This report looks for
innovative ways to build efficiencies, use fewer
natural resources and reduce the amount of
waste we produce - in our offices and throughout
Conservation Authority programs. We are
designing more sustainable ways to work.

As well, throughout 2013 we saw several
examples of the serious impact of flooding on
people and communities in Calgary and Toronto.
The loss of life, devastation, long-term social
and economic disruption and the staggering
clean up costs in the aftermath of these flood
events clearly demonstrates how
essential it is to develop more
holistic solutions that address the
impacts and prevent them from
happening in the first place.

wetlands, soils, plants and wildlife are necessary to

produce goods and services we rely on every day such
as clean and sustainable water supplies, clean air, food,

fuel, and energy. They drive Ontario’s economy and help

us to adapt to climate change.

A Green Economy is taking root in Ontario
bringing more sustainable practices such
as stormwater management, low impact

Working  with  Ontario’s
36 Conservation Authorities,
Conservation Ontario developed
a Flood Business Case called
“Dodging the Perfect Storm:
Conservation Ontario’s Business
Case for Strategic Investment
in Ontario’s Flood Management Programs,
Services and Structures”. Reducing the
impacts of more frequent flooding requires

a combination of developing new working
relationships between conservation authorities
and all levels of government, updated tools, and
better resourced flood management programs.
We also need to explore asset management
strategies and ensure ongoing program support
for emerging technologies and practices which
reduce runoff, improve water quality, protect
important natural heritage, protect water
supply, and build watershed resilience.

We continue to talk with all levels of

government, industry, other agencies and even
landowners to promote a more integrated and
holistic approach to building and implementing
innovative solutions to problems threatening
our important natural resources.

Dick Hibma
Chair

Kim Gavine
General Manager
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Atotal of 29 Conservation Authorities launched a watershed report card
in 2013. These report cards provide important and relevant information
on local watershed conditions around surface water quality (rivers,
lakes, streams), forest conditions, and groundwater quality. These are
the first report cards of this kind launched in Ontario.

Generally, in the most populated areas of southern Ontario, the
watershed report cards have revealed conditions primarily at the C
and D levels - mainly in surface water quality and forest conditions.
Groundwater conditions are generally As and Bs.

Some As and Bs, in watersheds with less development need to continue
to be protected because of the multiple benefits they provide.

The watershed report cards provide a practical analysis of local
conditions, explaining why these conditions exist, pointing out current
activities underway to address conditions and suggesting additional
activities that could be implemented to improve conditions. By
doing so, the watershed report cards directly link human activities to
watershed conditions, a first step in helping people to see their role and
responsibilities in protecting water and land resources.

A new website was developed to feature the report cards and all the
additional information on the benefits of healthy watersheds - www.
watershedcheckup.ca . Additional report cards continue to be produced
by the remainder of the Conservation Authorities. All Conservation
Authorities will continue to refine and improve monitoring and
reporting methods prior to launching a second set of report cards within
five years (2018).

Streamlining Regulatory Activities by Conservation Authorities

Under Section 28 Regulations of the Conservation
Authorities Act, Conservation Authorities regulate
development and activities in or adjacent to
river or stream valleys, Great Lakes,large inland
lakes shorelines, watercourses, hazardous lands
and wetlands in order to protect peoples’ lives
and property from natural hazards and to
maintain the vitality of our watersheds. Further
to a provincial review and amendment process,
and in conformity with the Content Regulation
(approved by the Province in March 2011), all
36 amended regulations were approved by the
Minister in February of 2013 and will assist in
providing timely review of applications. In 2013,
Conservation Ontario continued participation
on the multi-agency Drainage Act & Section
28 Regulations Team (DART) in support of a
protocol to ensure coordination of legislative

requirements. Conservation Ontario participated
in delivery of provincial training in January that
was provided to Conservation Authority staff and
drainage superintendents.

In 2013, Conservation Ontario and Fisheries
and Oceans Canada (DFO) worked towards a
possible Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
that would be consistent with the new Federal
Fisheries Protection Program and would build
upon a strong partnership history. This work
was undertaken in anticipation of the existing
partnership agreements not being consistent
with the new program direction. Development
of a MOU is ongoing in 2014 as program details
are being clarified. As a result of the anticipated
amendments to the Fisheries Act being enacted
on November 25, 2013, Conservation

Authorities no longer provide regulatory review
for works under the federal Fisheries Act and
the partnership agreements between DFO and
Conservation Authorities are no longer in effect.
Notwithstanding development of an MOU,
Conservation Authorities may still continue to
undertake advisory reviews involving fisheries and
aquatic resources under provincial legislation.

Finally, consultation on proposed amendments
to Conservation Ontario’s Class Environmental
Assessment for Remedial Flood and Erosion
Control Projects was finalized in early 2013 and
the Minister of the Environment approved them
in July 2013. These minor amendments were
proposed as part of its five year review process
to ensure that the Class EA remains current and
relevant.

Into Nature
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The Healrhy Hikes 2013 Campaign

Research shows that we can drastically improve both our mental and physical
health by getting outside more, being active or just visiting nature. To help
more people do so, Conservation Ontario and the Conservation Authorities
hosted the first ever Healthy Hikes Ontario-wide campaign in 2013. The
goal was to encourage more Ontarians to visit Conservation Areas to boost
their physical and mental health as well as learn about connections between
healthy people and healthy ecosystems through a new Healthy Hikes website.

Nine provincial level partners from both the health and environmental sector
joined the campaign including: the Canadian Mental Health Association
(CMHA), The Bruce Trail Conservancy, Ducks Unlimited, York Region Public
Health, Trees Ontario (now Forests Ontario), Local Enhancement and
Appreciation of Forests, Ontario Trails Council, David Suzuki Foundation,
and Trail Swag.

The campaign challenged participants to log their time spent hiking or
walking in a Conservation Area online for a chance to win prizes. Popular
outdoor merchandising company, Merrell, provided a $1,200 gift certificate
grand prize.

* 439 participants signed up for the campaign and actively logged their
hikes through the website
* Average age of the participants was 57 with a 3:1 ratio for females

* Just over 55,00 people visited the Healthy Hikes website which profiled
the environmental and public health benefits of CA programs and
projects. This new website received over 32,536 page views in six months

* There were over 220 events registered in the Healthy Hikes calendar
between May- October; three partners also hosted events

* The Healthy Hikes Facebook page had nearly 130 users, and the
campaign was profiled on Twitter from Conservation Authorities,
our partners, and participants

This successful project will continue into 2014,

L
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Source Protection

Continued Transition to Implementation

Source protection plan approvals began in 2013 and Conservation
Ontario (CO) will continue to assist Conservation Authorities (CAs) in
resolving issues that may arise out of the review process. In 2013, CO
focused on supporting CAs in the transition to plan implementation by:

supporting negotiation of CA responsibilities within source
protection regions;

facilitating discussion with the Province on implementation
issues;

supporting the management of Source Water Protection data
and information through the development of standards and
guidelines for data maintenance, development of information
exchange protocols, data transfer to the province, etc.;

facilitating the development of standards and processes for
annual report;

providing opportunities for CA staff to collaborate via regular
working group meetings, and;

coordinating the development of support materials for plan
implementation such as guidance documents, communication
products, etc.

Status of Source Protection Plans
(2013)

Proposed Source Protection Plans (SPP) for all 38 Source Protection
Areas were completed in 2013, and submitted to the Ministry of
Environment for approval. Lakehead Region Conservation Authority’s
proposed SPP was approved in early 2013. It is expected that all plan
approvals will be completed by end 0of 2015. CO continues to work with
Conservation Authorities and the Province to resolve any issues that
arise during the review process.

In spring 2013, the Province announced that $13.5 million would
be made available as the Source Protection Municipal
Implementation Fund to offset a portion of SWP implementation
costs for small, rural municipalities. This multi-year program
offers one-time funding over the December 2013 -

December 2015 period.

Conservation Ontario began releasing the Implementation
Resource Guide modules, and created a members’ site where
the modules can be accessed, along with other
implementation resources.

Conservation Ontario developed the Risk Management Office
(RMO) Responsibilities Map and Section 55 Options Table as a
means to track, and report on, the detailed status of Part IV
delegation agreements between SPAs and municipalities.

These two products will be updated regularly, and circulated to
SPAs as needed.

Conservation Ontario continued to develop targeted SWP
education and outreach materials for local communities to
assist with understanding source protection plan policies.

A real estate factsheet is under development for CAs to inform
realtors and home owners of vulnerable areas and associated
source protection policies. A SWP photo library is being
developed to support CAs with the creation of various
communications products.

MONITORING THE HEALTH
OF OUR WATERSHEDS

489

GROUNDWATER
MONITORING

r
SURFACE WATER
MONITORING

Healthy land and water resources ensure safe
drinking water and resilient forests, wetlands
and wildlife

Information Management
/ Information Technology

Conservation Ontario staff continued to work with Conservation
Authorities and the Ministry of the Environment to complete the quality
control review of the Assessment Report Database, and facilitate
the transfer of information to the Province. Conservation Ontario
conducted a QA/QC analysis on the provincial Assessment Report
Database and continued to support the management of SWP data and
information through the communication of standards and guidelines
for data maintenance, development of information exchange protocols,
and support for data transfer to the Province.

Work began on the implementation of an updated Drinking Water
Threats Database to capture the data collected as part of the threat
verification process. At the same time, Conservation Ontario and the
Conservation Authorities began to revise and simplify the Assessment
Report database.





Advancing the Green
5 EconomYFor Conservation Authorities

Conservation Authority
Green Economy Roadmap

The Green Economy is the development of
new and emerging renewable and energy
efficient technologies, and other business
strategies and collaborations that enable
us to live more sustainable lifestyles while
growing economically within the capacity of
our natural world.

In 2013, Conservation Ontario and the
Conservation  Authorities  finalized  the
Green Economy Roadmap for Conservation
Authorities in  Ontario. This Roadmap
identifies the focus areas, assets, actions and
partnerships that Conservation Authorities
need to pursue in order to participate in
the transition to a greener economy. With
this  guidance document, Conservation
Authorities are able to identify and prioritize
green economy initiatives, tools, and steps
required to operate more sustainably.

1. Re-thinking Conservation Authority

current programs and business activities

Opportunities exist around land management,
renewable energy, forest management, and
water management

2. ‘Greening’ Conservation Authority operations

Reducing water and material consumption,
energy efficiency upgrades, use of renewable
energy options

3. Innovative land and resource management

Applying new and innovative approaches
to managing land and watershed resources
more efficiently through activities such as
collaborations

4. Measurement and monitoring

Conservation Authorities are well positioned
with long standing partnerships in data
collection, with a variety of partners, to play

a key role in the development, measurement,
monitoring, and reporting of data and metrics
around biodiversity, water and other resources

Focus Areas for Conservation Authorities to pursue:

5. Promoting and facilitating collaboration

Leading the facilitation of new collaborations
with partners not typically involved in their
business but relying on healthy natural
resources for their own priorities; also
promoting greater leveraging of fewer financial
and human resources

6. Health and the environment

Showing the connections between human
health and environmental health; facilitating
new partnerships and leveraging resources
with public health sector

7. Environmental marketing, communication,

education and outreach

Leverage and share successful Conservation
Authority outreach and environmental
marketing, communication, and education
activities with other partners

The Green Economy Roadmap identifies a
range of current and emerging business
opportunities across key Conservation
Authority priorities including climate change,
Great Lakes and integrated watershed
management. A series of environmental,
economic and social outcomes are also

Benefits to Conservation Authorities of moving to a greener economy:

*  Lower operational costs

* Smaller environmental footprint - use of fewer resources and creating less waste
* Less carbon / greenhouse emissions

*  More sustainable and smarter water and land resource use

identified. * New sources of revenue and business partnerships

Watersheds,
Great Lakes

Conservation Ontario continues to demonstrate its commitment to ensuring
that the protection of the Great Lakes is supported by our watershed
management efforts. With a view to Ontario’s Great Lakes Strategy Goal
#1 to engage and empower communities, with funding support from the
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation Ontario held a workshop for
Conservation Authority staff who work directly in stewardship, education,
communications, and foundation programs. Information and messaging
linking watershed actions to Great Lakes - St. Lawrence benefits was shared
and new ways to increase or leverage the impact were identified; products
will be finalized in 2014. As well, Conservation Ontario continued to
encourage collaborations in support of the provincial Strategy with regard

to research, monitoring, accessible information, provincial guidance on
low impact development techniques for stormwater management, and
implementation of Great Lakes Guardian Fund projects and stewardship
assistance programs.

As a member of the Great Lakes Executive Committee, in 2013 Conservation
Ontario committed staff to contribute to the achievement of binational
commitments by participating on the following Annexes of the Great Lakes
Water Quality Agreement : Lake Action Management Plans and a Nearshore
Framework (due 2016); Nutrient Management and Phosphorous Objectives
for Lake Erie (due 2016); Groundwater (Science Report due 2015);
Climate Change and Science. Conservation Authorities expect to continue
to contribute to ‘on the ground actions’ in support of these annexes and
additional binational commitments around habitat and species and invasive
species. Overall, Conservation Ontario hopes that collaboration between
all levels of government and watershed management agencies to share
resources will lead to more effective outcomes for Great Lakes protection.

Finally, CO made presentations to the International Joint Commission
about water level regulations for Lake Ontario and promotion of an
Adaptive Management Plan for dealing with impacts from extreme water
levels and we supported the Great Lakes Protection Act before the Standing
Committee.






Resiliency - the Ability to Adapt

The Latornell Conservation Symposium marked its 20th anniversary in 2013
and celebrated by modernizing its look and name for this popular event - two
recommendations that came out of a year-long strategic review undertaken
by the steering committee. This review included a survey of delegates and
others plus two focus groups, and a scan of conference trends and current
Symposium demographics.

As a result, moving forward, the Latornell Conservation Symposium will
continue to focus on learning, provide good networking opportunities,
incorporate more and emerging technologies, and ensure delegates enjoy
themselves as well as learn.

The theme of the 2013 Symposium was Resilience: the Ability to Adapt to
Change. Featured keynote speakers included climate specialist, Dr. Gordon
McBean, Dr. Neil Hutchinson of Hutchinson Environmental Science
Ltd, futurist and founder of Trendhunter.com Jeremy Gutsche, personal
resilience coach Sue McKee, comedian Graham Chittenden and special guest
and celebrity, Chris Hadfield, former commander of the International Space
Station (sponsored by RBC).

Protecting People and Property
from Natural Hazards

The Water Erosion Control Infrastructure (WECI) Funding Program is
designed to ensure that major maintenance projects are undertaken on
aging infrastructure built to protect lives and property from natural hazards.
As part of the Ministry of Natural Resources’ efforts to contribute to the
provincial deficit, provincial funding for this program was temporarily
reduced by 50% for a two year period endingin 2013/2014. Total investment
of $5 million dollars into protection of life and property was made; $2.5
million in provincial funding was available with matching local investment.
The 2013/2014 $5 million dollar investment supported 63 of the more
than 120 projects submitted from 28 Conservation Authorities which were
valued at a total cost of $11.9 million.

Chris Hadfield, Former Commander of the International Space Station

2013 Financial Information

Revenues

Source Water Protection  $476,316
A.D. Latornell $407,940
Special Projects  $763,592
Other $63,342

Membership Fees  $1,005,000

Total $2,716,190

Expenditures

Operations $1,034,529
Source Water Protection $476,316
A.D. Latornell $398,121
Special Projects  $769,410
Total $2,678,376

Conservation Ontario

Conservation  P.O. Box 11, 120 Bayview Parkway info@conservationontario.ca

ONTARIO

Natral champions. - Newmarket ON, L3Y 4W3 www.conservationontario.ca
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tel: 905 895 0716 Let’s Chat!
fax: 905 895 0751







TO: Chairman and Members of the Authority
DATE: April 16, 2014

RE: Niagara Region Wind Corp. Request for NPCA Property Access Gord Harry
Trail - REPORT NO. 25-14

Executive Summary

¢ Niagara Region Wind Corporation is requesting NPCA property access along a 1km
stretch of the Gord Harry Trail, located in the southwest corner of the Township of
Wainfleet

e Property access is being sought to enable construction and access to a portion of the
proposed Niagara Region Wind Farm

e When assessed against other options, the use of the Gord Harry Trail better limits
negative environmental impacts, avoids construction and traffic-related inconveniences,
and is also the most cost-efficient option

e In consideration of the cost savings associated with this option, the proponent has
indicated a willingness to make improvements to the Trail, consistent with NPCA'’s plans.

Background

Niagara Region Wind Corporation (NRWC) is proposing to develop, construct, and operate a
230 Megawatt Niagara Region Wind Farm within the Townships of West Lincoln and Wainfleet,
and the Town of Lincoln, within the Niagara Region and within Haldimand County, in Southern
Ontario, in response to the Government of Ontario’s initiative to promote the development of
renewable electricity in the province.

The basic components of the project include the installation of wind turbine generators. A
collection system connects each turbine to one of two transformer substations. Access roads to
each turbine will be necessary during construction of the turbines and for maintenance during
turbine operation.

The proposed work on NPCA property includes:

e Underground collector lines and fibre optic lines being installed beneath the Trail (or
overhead if underground installation is not feasible)

o The construction of a temporary construction access road to provide access to the two
wind turbines located on private property to the south of the Gord Harry Trail

¢ Removal of vegetation growing along the former railway

e The establishment of a permanent access route

The permanent project components (access road, collector and fibre optic lines) are proposed
to be installed for the duration of the project, which is 20 years, in accordance with the Ontario
Power Authority Feed-in Tariff contract. Following the term of this agreement, a decision would
be made to extend the life of, or decommission the project.

Page 1 of 2
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It is envisioned that work will commence in November, 2014 and will be completed within
approximately 40 days.

Financial/Program/Business Implications

The trail was deeded from Wainfleet and there was a reservation of the right to install utilities
along the trail. That being the case, the NPCA cannot grant access rights to others without
consulting the Township of Wainfleet.

There are no direct costs associated with this project. However, the project proponent has
indicated a willingness to make improvements to portions of the Trail, consistent with NPCA
plans, already in place. Further, the proponent would provide $5000 to the NPCA towards
naturalization and/or educational efforts associated with the Trail.

Attachments: Memo from NRWC & Stantec dated March 13, 2014 Stantec Map

RECOMMENDATION

That Report No. 25-14 be received for information; and
That the Township of Wainfleet be consulted to ensure that any works constructed are
not in conflict with the Trail rights held by them.

Prepared by: David Barrick, Senior Manager- Operations

Respectfully Submitted By: D// ¢

Tony D’Amario; CAD/ Secretary-Treasurer
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MEMO

To: David Barrick From: Chris Powell, Stantec Consulting Ltd.
Niagara Peninsula Conservation Darren Croghan, NRWC
Authority

File: NRWC (160950269) Date: March 13,2014

Reference: Supplemental Information - Niagara Region Wind Farm
Request for NPCA Property Access to the Gord Harry Trail

Further to our meeting on March 6, 2014, additional information was requested in regards to the
rationale for the selection of the proposed route for the access road, collector lines and fibre optic
lines, as well as a summary of the proposed mitigation, restoration and compensation proposed by
NRWC to allow for the use of the 635 m section of the Gord Harry Trail in the Town of Wainfleet.

A summary of the rationale for the use of the Gord Harry Trail was provided in the December 11,
2013 letter to Darcy Baker (NPCA). The following information is provided to assist in communication
of this request to the NPCA Board on Agpril 16, 2014:

Alternative Routes Considered

The following is a list of access routes considered during the design process to provide access to
Turbines T23 and T49:

1. A-Access from North

Al — Access along Unopened Road Allowance and Gord Harry Trail
A2 — Access along Unopened Road Allowance and Parallel to the Gord Harry Trail

2. B - Access from South

B1 — Access from North Shore Drive along Haldimand Wainfleet Townline
B2 — Access from North Shore Drive along Unopened Road Allowance

3. C - Access from the East or West

C1 - Access from Hutchinson Road along Gord Harry Trail from the West (Blue Heron Trail)
C2 - Access from Burkett Road along Gord Harry Trail from the East

Figure 1 (aftached) identifies the location of these alternative routes considered for proposed
access roads, collector lines and fibre optfic lines.

Design with community in mind
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@ Stantec

March 13, 2014
David Barrick
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Reference: Supplemental Information - Niagara Region Wind Farm

Request for NPCA Property Access to the Gord Harry Trail

Route Considerations

Consideration 1 — Disturbance to Area Residents

There are numerous cottage and home owners along North Shore Drive that would be disturbed
and inconvenienced by high volumes of traffic during construction. Also, North Shore Drive is narrow
and winding in this area, which would necessitate the removal of numerous street trees to
accommodate the width and turning radius of long frailers during the delivery of project
components (i.e. furbine blades).

Concerns for traffic and disturbance along North Shore Drive were communicated by area residents
during the public meetings and through correspondence received during the REA process. By
utilizing existing unopened road allowances to gain access to Turbines 123 and T49 from the north,
project infrastructure can be constructed and access gained to all proposed furbines without
impacting the residents along North Shore Drive. No construction traffic is proposed along North
Shore Drive with all project deliveries proposed via these unopened road allowances.

The existing laneways along the unopened road allowances are currently used sporadically by area
farmers to gain access to otherwise land-locked parcels. Maintaining access to these agricultural
fields will be facilitated during construction.

Consideration 2 — Impacts on the Natural Environment

All natural heritage features within 120 m of the Project have been identified, studied, evaluated for
significance and appropriate protection, mitigation and monitoring measures recommended in the
Natural Heritage Assessment and Environmental Impact Study (Stantec , 2013), which has been
reviewed and confirmed by the Ministry of Natural Resources.

By following existing roadways, such as unopened road allowances and farm lanes, direct impacts
on the natural environment are be minimized. This approach avoids the construction of new access
roads and ofher project infrastructure within natural features, and minimizes the construction of new
access roads across farm fields, where feasible. Utilizing the Gord Harry Trail, which is a former
railway, is consistent with this approach.

While the removal of some vegetation along the former railway is required to accommodate the
accessroad, the area along the frail is proposed to be restored and re-vegetated with native
species, the details of which can be reviewed and confirmed by NPCA staff to ensure satisfaction of
the proposed plans.

Following the Gord Harry Trail allows for the existing culvert across the tributary of Lake Erie to be
used. If not permitted, the access road would follow one of several alternative routes to connect
Turbine T49, which would require a new culvert (i.e. A1, C1 and C2 - immediately downstream of the
Gord Harry Trail) or upgrades to an existing culvert crossing used by the farmer (B1 and B2).
Minimizing the number of crossings reduces potential impacts on this watercourse, associated
riparian habitat and fish community.

Design with community in mind
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Reference: Supplemental Information - Niagara Region Wind Farm
Request for NPCA Property Access to the Gord Harry Trail

Alternative C1 would have the greatest environmental impact as it would require widening of the
existing Trail (Blue Heron Trail) in Haldimand County, which follows the former railway alignment
through a significant woodland and wildlife habitat feature. As such, access along this route was
discouraged. All other alternatives minimize potential impacts on this feature and other natural
features in the area.

Consideration 3 — Impacts on the Gord Harry / Blue Heron Trail

The Gord Harry Trail and Blue Heron Trail are a recent component of the TransCanada Trail, with
upgrades undertaken in 2013 to facilitate recreational activities. We understand that this Trail will be
used by hikers, cyclists, horseback riders and cross-country skiers but no motorized vehicles are
permitted. The portion of the trail in Haldimand County is owned by the County (Blue Heron Trail),
while the section in the Township of Wainfleet is owned by the NPCA.

Some level of disturbance to trail users is anficipated during construction for all alignment
alternatives, although will be minimized through the implementation of notification and other
mitigation measures described below.

The following is a summary of the approximate length of the Gord Harry Trail potentially impacted by
the various route alternatives:

e Al-635m
e A2-15m

e BI-Om

e B2-0m

e Cl1-635m
e C2-1,450m

While alternative B1 or B2 have the least impact on the Gord Harry Trail, they have the greatest
impact on area residents along North Shore Drive. All remaining alternatives have some impact on
the trail and trail users although these impacts will be limited in duration (i.e. during construction,)
with appropriate mitigation measures to be implemented to minimize impacts, inform trail users,
restore and enhance the existing trail and ensure the safety of the public.

Of note, in all cases, the installation of the buried collector and fibre optic lines is proposed along
the stretch of the Blue Heron Trail in Haldimand County. This work has been reviewed and discussed
with Haldimand County staff and mitigation measures identified to minimize potential impacts. For
example, the buried collector lines will be installed adjacent to the fravelled portion of the pathway
(not beneath) and will be installed via directional bore, which can be installed within the existing
gravel bed without significant removal of adjacent tree species. This work will be scheduled to
minimize potential disruption to trail users with appropriate signage to be erected at the trail head to
inform frail users of construction activities.

Design with community in mind
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Reference: Supplemental Information - Niagara Region Wind Farm

Request for NPCA Property Access to the Gord Harry Trail

Summary

Based on a comparison of the various alternatives considered, alternative A1 which is proposed to
follow a short stretch of the Gord Harry Trail is preferred for the following reasons:

Avoids disturbance and disruption of area residents along North Shore Drive;
Avoids removal of street trees along North Shore Drive;

Avoids the need for an additional culvert crossing of the tributary of Lake Erie;
Minimizes impacts on riparian and aquatic habitat;

Minimizes extent of new roadways required across agricultural fields;
Minimizes disturbance to adjacent natural features;

Disturbance to trail users will be limited in duration but scheduled during ‘low season’ to
minimize affected users; and

Vegetation removed during construction will be restored with native species.

NRWC Proposed Mitigation and Compensation

In recognition of the disturbance to the existing trail and permission required from the NPCA for the
temporary uses and on-going access required along the short stretch of the Gord Harry Trail, the
following commitments are proposed by the NRWC to minimize, restore and offset impacts to the

frail:

1.

Notify adjacent landowners and trail users of the Project Schedule regarding construction
activities along the Gord Harry Trail, including signage at trail heads nofifying trail users of
temporary closures;

Schedule construction activities along the Gord Harry tfrail to avoid periods of high use to the
extent possible and in consultation with the NPCA;

To the extent possible, vegetation removal along the trail will occur will avoid the core
nesting season for migratory birds (May 1 to July 31). Where removal is required during this
period, surveys will be undertaken by a qualified biologist to identify the presence/absence
of nesting birds and to identify appropriate protection measures where observed.

All disturbed areas of the Trail will be restored and re-vegetated to pre-disturbance
conditfions (or as planned conditions) as soon as possible following construction activities;

All re-vegetation activities will utilize species native to Ecoregion 7E;

Design with community in mind
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6. Appropriate erosion and sediment control measures will be installed, monitored and
maintained during all phases of construction;

7. NRWC will provide access to the NPCA for the use of any excess gravel resulting from the
construction of the Project (i.e. removed to restore roads to permanent width) to be used at
their discretion; and

8. $5,000 will be provided to the NPCA towards naturalization and/or educational efforts
associated with the TransCanada Trail, such as the installation of benches, trail signage, etc.

The details of the above commitments will be reviewed and discussed with NPCA staff as further
information is generated in anticipation of construction. NRWC wishes to continue working with the
NPCA to confirm that any concerns associated with the temporary and long-term use of the Trail
can be addressed.

Consultation with NPCA staff occurred throughout the REA process in regards to future NPCA permit
requirements as well as the establishment of the Gord Harry Trail. Staff identified the desire to
establish this trail as part of the Trans Canada Trail project and sought assistance from NRWC in
recognition of temporary disturbances during construction. Now that the trail has been established,
efforts moving forward are focused on notifying and protecting trail users and restoring or
enhancing the trail following construction activities. NRWC has committed to several mitigation,
restoration and enhancement measures, as described above, that once implemented will be
beneficial to the overall trail system despite temporary disruption during construction.

We trust that the above information will be of assistance in preparing for the upcoming NPCA Board
Meeting on April 16, 2014. If you have any questions or wish to discuss this further, please do not
hesitate to contact the undersigned.

Sincerely,

STANTEC CONSULTING LTD NI ON WIND CORPORATION
Chris Powell, M.A. Darren n

Project Manager, Environmental Planner Vice P dent, Project Development

Attachment: Figure 1 — Gord Harry Trail Route Alternatives

c. Mike Sullivan, Township of Wainfleet
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TO: The Chairman and Members of the Authority
DATE: April 16, 2014

SUBJECT: 2013 Financial Statements — REPORT NO. 26-14

Attached for review and consideration are the Draft 2013 Financial Statements as audited by
Grant Thornton (formerly MacGillivray Partners LLP). The format of the statements is in
accordance with the accepted accounting principles for organizations operating in the local
government sector as recommended by the Public Sector and Accounting Board of the Canadian
Institute of Chartered Accountants.

The Financial Statements have been reviewed with Authority staff, the Authority Chairman, Vice-
Chairwoman and the Auditors and reflect the year-end report with reserve allocations as
previously approved by the Board.

Representatives from the auditors will be in attendance at the meeting to present the financial
statements and respond to any questions.

Attachments: 2013 Financial Statements by Grant Thornton

RECOMMENDATION:

That the Financial Statements for the year ending December 31, 2013 as audited by Grant
Thornton be received and adopted.

Respectfully Submitted By: D/ /°

Tony D’Amarie;CAOT Secretary-Treasurer
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TO: The Chairman and Members of the Authority
DATE: April 16, 2014

SUBJECT: Crown Land Patents — REPORT NO. 27 - 14

Background

At the March 2014 Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority (NPCA) Board meeting, the Board
asked staff to prepare a report about Crown Land Patents. This issue arose as a result of a
delegation at the February 2014 Board meeting when the Board was considering the staff report
on the NPCA’s Strategic Plan.

Discussion

Staff consulted legal services staff at the Region who advised that the topic of Crown Land
Patents is very broad and complicated. The following is a brief overview of the topic.

A Crown Land Patent is a document that is used to transfer Crown land into private ownership,
subject to certain reservation or conditions. Crown Land Patents (CLP) was the tool used by
the Crown to transfer lands to the original settlers of Ontario. The first Crown Patents in
Ontario were issued in the 1790’s and are still used today to transfer Crown land to private
ownership. The Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) has produced a Fact Sheet about Crown
Land Patents (see Attachment 1).

The Ontario Landowners Association (OLA) is convinced that if landowners get the original
Crown Land Patent for their property, that no other Federal, Provincial or Municipal rules apply
to the property (e.g. The Planning Act, The Conservation Authorities Act, Niagara Escarpment
Plan etc.). The OLA website provides instructions to landowners on how to obtain their Crown
Land Patent (http://ontariolandowners.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/ola-clp-info-032014.pdf).

Ontario Court decisions in 2010 and 2012 regarding Mackie’'s Mountain Archery in the Town of
Lincoln disagreed with arguments made that Crown Land Patents supersede all provincial
legislation. The Courts confirmed that in Canada, since the British North America Act and the
Constitution of 1867, the provinces have the authority to enact legislation. Based on case law,
the decision also confirmed that the legislative authority to control the use of land belongs to the
province under the British North America Act section 92(13) or 92(16).

The Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority was created in accordance with the provincial
legislation, The Conservation Authorities Act (“Act”). Section 20 and 21 of the Act outlines the
responsibilities of Conservation Authorities. The NPCA'’s recent strategic plan outlines how the
Board intends to fulfill those responsibilities under the Act.
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Conclusion

This report provides a brief overview of an extremely complex topic. Should the Board wish to
expand the scope and investigate this topic in further detail additional research can be
conducted.

Attachments

1. Crown Land Patent Records: What You Need to Know, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources
(no date)

RECOMMENDATION

That Report No. 27-14 be received for information.

Prepared by Suzanne Mclnnes, MCIP, RPP Manager, Plan Review and Regulation

Respectfully Submitted By: D/ /

Tony D'’Amatfio, CAO/ Secretary-Treasurer
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TO: The Chairman and Members of the Authority
DATE: April 16, 2014

SUBJECT: Water Adaptation Management & Quality Initiative (WAMQI)
REPORT NO. 28-14

As requested by the Board at the March 19, 2014 meeting, this report provides information on
the Water Adaptation Management and Quality Initiative (WAMQI), which was reported in the
March edition of the Niagara Farmers’ Monthly newspaper.

The WAMQI provides funding for research projects that showcase innovative water
conservation technologies. The aim is to help the agricultural community adapt to the impacts
of climate change and low water conditions.

The deadline for funding applications was March 4, 2014. The following types of organizations
were eligible to apply for funding:

e Agricultural commodity groups;

e Marketing boards;

¢ Recognized industry associations and non-profit organizations;

e First Nation groups; and

¢ Universities and colleges.

Eligible types of projects included:

e Innovative water-efficient equipment for irrigation;

e Water conservation practices for livestock;

e Projects related to good soil management and the impacts of agricultural nutrients in the
environment; and

e Projects ranged from water quality, water re-use, and nutrient use to decision making
and support tools such as controls, soil moisture sensors and integration software that
support producers in their efforts to use water effectively.

As shown above, Conservation Authorities were not specifically listed as an eligible organization
that could receive funding. Typically, the NPCA is not directly involved in these types of
agricultural research projects. More information on this program is available on the “Farm &
Food Care Ontario” website under the “Farming & the Environment” tab (web address:
http://www.farmfoodcare.org/environment).
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RECOMMENDATION:

That Report No. 28-14 be received by the Board for information purposes.

Prepared by: Brian Wright, P.Eng, Manager, Watershed Projects

Respectfully Submitted By: /’

Tony D’Anfario, CAO/ Secretary-Treasurer
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