
W H A T  I S  A  P H O S P H A T E ?

PHOSPHATE FINDER AND SULFATE
SLEUTH

I N S T R U C T I O N S
F ind  eve ry  c lean ing  product  i n  your  house  ( i nc l .  househo ld

c leane r s ,  soaps ,  dete rgent s ,  shampoos ,  cond i t i one r s ,  body  washes ,

bubb le  baths ,  e tc . . . )

Count  the  to ta l  number  o f  c lean ing  product s  you  have  and  r eco rd

be low .

Look  a t  the  i ng red ien t s  f o r  each  product  and  put  as ide  those  tha t

conta in  phosphates  or  su l f a te s  ( f o r  some  product s  you  may  have  to

look  up  i ng red ien t s  on  the  manufac tu re r s  webs i te )

Count  the  number  o f  product s  tha t  conta in  phosphates ,  su l f a te s ,  or

both  and  r eco rd  be low

Ca lcu la te  the  percentage  o f  your  househo ld  product s  tha t

cont r ibu te  to  poor  wate r  qua l i t y .
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PHOSPHATE FINDER AND SULFATE
SLEUTH

Pick one of your products

that you found to contain

either phosphates or

sulfates.

Research it's average retail

price.

Then research an eco-

friendly alternative and

find its average retail

price.
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S H O U L D  I T  B E  T H E  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  O F  T H E
C O N S U M E R  T O  M A K E  M O R E  E N V I R O N M E N T A L L Y
F R I E N D L Y  C H O I C E S  W I T H  T H E I R  P U R C H A S E S ,  O R

S H O U L D  I T  B E  T H E  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  O F
G O V E R N M E N T S  T O  P R E V E N T  C O R P O R A T I O N S

F R O M  M A K I N G  W A T E R - P O L L U T I N G  P R O D U C T S  I N
T H E  F I R S T  P L A C E ?  E X P L A I N  Y O U R  O P I N I O N  A N D

R E A S O N I N G .

PRODUCT  NAME :

AVERAGE  PRICE :

ALTERNATE  PRODUCT  NAME :

AVERAGE  PRICE :

W H A T  A R E  T H R E E  R E A S O N S  W H Y  A  C O N S U M E R  M I G H T
C H O O S E  A  C L E A N I N G  P R O D U C T  C O N T A I N I N G  P H O S P H A T E S

A N D  S U L F A T E S  O V E R  A N  E C O - F R I E N D L Y  A L T E R N A T I V E ?


